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Health  Offices,  Red  Lion  Street, 


March  24th,  1885. 

TO  THE  SANITARY  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL 

OF  WOLVERHAMPTON. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1884  ;  reasons  already  explained 
to  you  have  prevented  my  doing  so  earlier,  and  contribute  also  to  render  the 
report  exceptionally  lengthy.  The  plan  of  the  report  is  in  accordance  with 
the  general  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  follows:  1. — A 
summary  of  action  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease.  2. —An 
account  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  district  generally.  3.  — Some  account  of 
the  work  done  during  the  year.  4. — Tables  relating  to  vital  statistics.  The 
third  of  these  headings  is  very  defective  in  this  report,  partly  because  it  has 
already  been  largely  dealt  with  in  your  report  to  the  Council  of  last  November, 
and  partly  because  of  my  newness  in  office.  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  you  cordially  for  your  support  and  assistance  to  me  in  the  performance 
of  my  duties. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


HENRY  MALET. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT, 

1884. 


Since  the  commencement  of  1884  a  brief  record  of  every  case  of  infections 
disease  reported  to  or  heard  of  by  us  has  been  kept,  the  details  of  these  records 
give  much  valuable  information  some  of  which  shall  be  presently  mentioned ;  the 
general  results  are  given  in  table  No.  1  in  the  appendix.  I  shall  now  give  a  short 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases  in  the  Borough. 

Small  Pox.  At  the  close  of  1883  we  supposed  ourselves  fiee  from  this 
disease,  but  on  January  1st  a  case  was  reported  and  led  to  the  knowledge  of  a 
previously  existing  one  ;  at  this  time  we  were  without  any  hospital  isolation  for 
Small  Pox  and  were  compelled  to  adopt  what  means  lay  in  our  power  to  rendoa: 
the  home  isolation  as  efficient  as  possible,  no  efforts  were  spared  in  this  direction, 
one  of  our  inspectors  was  specially  told  off  to  disinfect  in  every  infected  house 
daily,  and  thus  keep  careful  supervision  over  them  ;  when  any  fresh  case  became 
known  to  us  the  necessity  for  re-vaccination  was  impressed  on  the  neighbourhood 
and  the  vaccination  officer  attended  gratuitously  for  this  purpose  ;  as  a  rule  we 
found  great  difficulty  in  persuading  the  public  of  the  advantage  of  this,  and  in 
the  summary  appended  several  cases  will  be  found  who  would  ceitainly  have  es¬ 
caped  but  for  their  wilful  neglect  of  this  precaution.  In  addition  to  these 
measures  we  were  compelled  to  prohibit  persons  living  in  infected  houses  going  to 
work,  a  measure  which  would  prove  a  great  hardship  in  many  casts.  All  these 
efforts  were  however  quite  unavailing  to  check  the  steady  progress  of  the  disease, 
it  had  unfortunately  settled  in  a  rather  closely  populated  and  central  part  of  the 
town  and  soon  other  centres  arose  and  a  more  general  outbreak  appeared  im¬ 
minent,  and  it  already  overstrained  our  powers  of  supervision  and  disinfection. 
During  this  time  I  had  inspected  several  houses  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town  and 
towards  the  end  of  January  I  advised  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  take  and  fit  up 
Holly  Hall  in  Pond  Street  as  a  temporary  Small-pox  hospital.  This  house  is 
situated  in  a  tolerably  lonely  outskirt  of  the  town,  on  the  left  hand  side  are  a  row 
of  3  cottages  contiguous  to  it,  but  as  Holly  Hall  stands  back  from  the  roadway 
about  10-ft.  and  is  railed  off  from  it,  any  communication  is  very  indirect  ;  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  Hall,  and  separated  from  it  by  about  14 -ft.  air  space  and 
10-ft.  of  unoccupied  building,  is  a  row  of  3  cottages,  and  about  10  yards  beyond 
them  a  single  cottage,  and  a  few  yards  beyond  it  a  row  of  about  20  cottages ;  at 
the  back  and  front  are  open  fields,  another  row  of  cottages  stands  on  dhe  opposite 
side  of  the  road  some  1 00  yards  down,  beyond  these  there  are  no  other  houses 
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within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  building.  Although  in  utilizing  such  a  place 
for  Small-pox  some  risk  had  to  be  incurred  it  was  judged  better  in  the  interest  of 
the  community  to  incur  it  than  to  allow  the  disease  to  progress  in  the  way  it  was 
then  doing  in  the  town,  especially  as  the  few  neighbours  had  in  re-vaccination  an 
efficient  means  of  preserving  themselves,  and  the  necessity  and  importance  of  this 
measure  were  carefully  impressed  upon  them,  the  vaccination  officer  repeatedly 
visited  them  for  that  purpose,  but  as  usual  with  but  little  result.  On  the  6th  of 
February  we  were  able  to  admit  patients  to  Holly  Hall  and  at  once  the  aspect  of 
affairs  was  completely  altered;  the  following  summary  conveys  pretty  full  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  numerous  attacks  of  Small-pox  which  the  existence  of  the  disease 
in  neighbouring  districts  exposed  us  to,  and  the  ease  and  efficacy  wTith  which  they 
were  quelled. 


No. 

Sex  & 
Age. 

Date  when 
reported. 

Address. 

1 

F.  33 

January  1st 

a  Hospital  Street 

2 

M. 

5  •  5  ) 

J  * 

>  J 

3 

F.  59 

,,  15th 

5  5 

y  y 

4 

M.  19 

19  th 

Goldthorn  Hill 

5 

M.  34 

,,  23rd 

Rowlett  Street 

6 

M.  3 

,,  28th 

g  Bilston  Road 

How  reported,  Infection,  Isolation, 
Vaccination,  Result. 


Reported  by  husband  3  days  after  being  told  to 
do  so  by  Medical  Attendant.  Infection  from 
case  2.  Isolated  at  home,  Vaccinated  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Rather  prolonged  case,  not  otherwise 
severe. 

Is  husband  of  case  1,  had  the  disease  previous¬ 
ly  but  so  mildly  that  it  was  scarcely  suspected 
by  Medical  Attendant  until  wife  took  it.  Been 
frequently  in  neighbouring  districts  where 
Small-pox  was  prevalent.  No  isolation.  Vac¬ 
cination  not  ascertained.  Mildest  type  of  case. 

Reported  by  Inspector  who  was  daily  disinfect¬ 
ing  here.  Is  mother  of  No.  1  and  nursed  her. 
Isolated  at  home.  Vaccination  not  ascertained. 
Mild  case. 

Came  to  my  out-patient  room  at  General  Hos¬ 
pital.  Infection  uncertain,  employed  as  carter 
in  neighbouring  infected  districts.  Isolated 
here  where  he  lodges,  but  with  difficulty. 
Removed  to  Holly  Hall  February  12t.h.  Vac¬ 
cinated  in  infancy.  Mild  case  but  very  pro¬ 
longed. 

Was  followed  up  by  Inspector  from  b  Hospital 
Street  where  he  had  been  living  until  the  19th 
instant.  Infected  from  cases  1  and  3,  had  re¬ 
fused  re-vaccination.  Removed  back  to  b, 
Hospital  Street  and  isolated  there.  Vaccin¬ 
ation  unascertained.  Mild  case. 

Found  by  Inspector.  Been  several  times  taken 
by  his  sister  to  play  on  doorstep  in  Hospital 
Street.  Found  covered  with  confluent  Small¬ 
pox,  being  fondled  by  his  mother  (had  been  ill 
a  week,  supposed  measles.  Dr.  sent  for  on 
26th  who  sent  us  notice  just  after  we  had  in¬ 
spected  the  case),  in  the  kitchen  amongst  other 
children  (at  16,  11,  10,  8,  6,  all  vaccinated  and 
infant  6  weeks  un vaccinated)  ;  other  side  of 
the  entry  is  a  bread  shop  and  bake-house  ;  the 
house  very  filthy  and  dilapidated.  Clothes 
are  taken  in  here  for  dyeing.  Unvaccinated. 
Died  on  29th,  at  once  removed  to  mortuary 
and  house  sulphured  and  lime-washed. 
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No. 

Sex  & 
Age. 

Date  'when 
reported. 

Address. 

How  reported,  Infection,  Isolation, 
Vaccination,  Result. 

7 

M.  19 

January  28th 

Bilston  Street 

Inquiry  was  made  at  Health  Office  as  to  whether 
we  had  means  of  isolation  and  case  was  thus 
discovered.  Is  a  shop  assistant  and  people 
from  Hospital  Street  dealt  here.  Isolated  in 
upper  room  of  house  as  carefully  as  possible. 
Removed  to  Holly  Hall  on  February  6tli. 
Vaccinated  in  infancy.  3  marks,  each  size  of 
3d.  bit.  Mild  case. 

8 

F.  13 

,,  29tli 

Commercial  Road 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infection 
not  traced.  Isolation  very  deficient.  Vaccin¬ 
ation  unascertained.  Rather  mild  case. 

9 

F.  35 

,,  30th 

Hospital  Street 

Reported  by  neighbour  to  Inspector.  Wife  of 
case  5  visited  here.  Isolated  at  home.  Vacci¬ 
nation  unascertained.  Rather  mild  case. 

10 

M.  15 

February  4  th 

y  Bilston  Road 

A  Bilston  Dr.  told  A  who  told  B  who  told  Inspec¬ 
tor.  Infection  uncertain,  but  father  is  much 
in  neighbouring  infected  districts.  Mother 
took  child  to  a  chemist,  on  January  29th  he 
said  his  medicine  had  brought  out  the  rash, 
on  the  30tli  he  said  the  child  had  Measles,  on 
February  1st  doctor  was  called  in,  and  to-day 
case  came  to  our  knowledge  as  above.  Un¬ 
vaccinated  ;  bad  confluent  case  and  died  on 
the  6  th  inst. 

11 

F.  16 

j  >  >  > 

g  Bilston  Road 

Reported  by  Inspector.  Sister  of  case  6,  had 
refused  revaccination.  Removed  on  6th  to 
Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy,  2  good 
marks,  each  size  of  Is.  Rather  severe  on  face, 
mild  case  and  but  little  marked. 

12 

M.  64 

„  13th 

Faulkland  Street 

Reported  by  wife.  Infection  from  body  and 
clothes  of  case  6  which  he  had  assisted  in  re¬ 
moving  (is  a  corporation  workman),  Removed 
to  Holly  Hall.  Never  vaccinated,  but  had 
Vaccinia  severely  on  his  hand  40  years  previ¬ 
ously.  Very  mild  case. 

13 

F.  11 

„  14th 

Portland  Place 

Inspector  when  inquiring  about  a  case  of  Measles 
found  this,  had  asked  here  a  week  previously 
and  was  told  there  was  no  illness,  to-day 
walked  upstairs  and  found  child  with  rash 
out,  had  been  8  or  9  days  ill.  Could  not  trace 
infection,  is  in  the  same  district  as  most  of  the 
previous  cases.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall. 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  3  good  marks,  each 
size  of  6d.  Mild  case,  rash  rather  abundant. 

14 

M.  19 

9  9  9  ) 

Faulkland  Streel 

Reported  by  Sister-in-law  directed  by  Medical 
Attendant.  Came  from  Birmingham  on  even¬ 
ing  of  12th  and  then  already  ailing.  Removed 
to  Holly  Hall.  Not  vaccinated.  Severe  con¬ 
fluent  case,  for  a  time  in  great  danger  ;  event¬ 
ually  recovered  well. 

15 

F  10 

, ,  20th 

St.  Matthew  St. 

Reported  by  School  Inspector.  Infected  from 
case  16.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated 
in  infancy,  4  good  marks,  each  size  of  6d.  Very 
mild  case. 
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No. 

Sex  k 

Age. 

Date  when 
reported. 

Address. 

How  reported,  Infection,  Isolation, 
Vaccination,  Result. 

16 

F.  20 

February  21st 

Moore  Street, 
Willenliall  Road 

Heard  of  when  investigating  case  15.  Infection 
not  traced.  Several  weeks  since  this  girl  was 
first  ill,  manyscabs  are  still  on  her  and  cicat¬ 
rices  ;  had  only  been  ailing  slightly  about  2 
weeks,  and  1  week  in  bed,  an  old  neighbour 
had  seen  her  and  pronounced  it  not  Small-pox. 
Being  now  nearly  all  right  and  having  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  isolation  gave  minute  directions  and 
supplied  disinfectants.  Vaccinated  in  infancy, 
good  marks.  This  girl  was  subsequently 
prosecuted  and  fined  for  exposing  herself  in 
the  street  on  the  23rd. 

17 

M.  16 

,,  22nd 

Willenhall  Road 

Reported  by  Police  Constable.  Infection  not 
traced.  Isolated  at  home  ;  ill  since  7th  and 
kept  in  bedroom  until  to-day  when  he  was 
down  stairs,  still  scabbing  ;  offered  to  disin¬ 
fect  premises  but  family  declined  by  advice  of 
their  Medical  Attendant.  Vaccinated  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Rather  mild  case. 

18 

F.  8 

,,  26th 

x  Bilston  Road 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infected 
from  case  10,  when  inquiring  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  about  case  10  this  girl  was  found  unvacci- 
nated  and  her  mother  urged  to  have  her  done 
at  once,  owing  to  her  negligence  and  to  the 
illness  and  death  of  the  vaccination  officer  the 
girl  was  not  done  until  the  22nd  when  Small¬ 
pox  was  developing.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall, 
fatal  confluent  case. 

19 

M.  54 

,,  27th 

7  7 

f  7 

Father  of  case  18  and  ailing  yesterday  when  I 
was  there,  found  to-day  to  have  Small-pox. 
Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  in¬ 
fancy,  one  mark,  size  of  6d.  Very  mild  case. 

20 

F.  21 

,,  29  th 

Portland  Place 

Being  a  sister  of  case  13  was  kept  under  obser¬ 
vation  ;  was  revaccinated  when  13  was  found 
but  did  not  take.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall. 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  two  good  marks,  each 
size  of  Is.  Very  mild  case. 

21 

M.  12 

March  7  th 

x  Bilston  Road 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Brother  of 
case  18.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Never 
vaccinated  until  a  week  ago,  had  been  away 
temporarily  when  sister  was  vaccinated  (the 
opposition  of  the  mother  to  vaccination  in  this 
house  has  been  most  deplorable).  The  erupt¬ 
ion  came  out  copiously  all  over  body  and 
mostly  confluent,  the  lad  being  very  ill,  but  in 
a  few  days  the  rash  dried  up  and  scaled  away 
and  he  convalesced  with  great  rapidity  and 
was  hardly  at  all  marked. 

22 

F.  17 

,,  14  th 

Back  of  Cable  St. 

Reported  by  a  neighbour.  Had  been  ill  14  days, 
mother  had  been  to  a  chemist  and  obtained 
ointment  and  pills  to  treat  “  a  breaking  out 
on  her  daughter.”  Infection  not  traced.  Re¬ 
moved  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy, 
one  good  mark,  size  of  Is.  Mild  case. 

23 

M.  6 

„  21st 

Portland  Place 

Reported  by  neighbour.  Infected  from  case  25 
who  is  a  brother.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall. 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  4  marks,  each  size  of 
3d.  bit.  Very  mild  case. 

24 

F.  4 

>  > 

7  7 

7  7 

Sister  of  23,  all  particulars  same.  Vaccinated, 

3  good  marks,  each  size  of  6d.  Very  mild  case. 
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No. 

Sex  & 
Age. 

Date  when 
reported. 

Address. 

25 

M.  9 

March  21st 

Portland  Place 

26 

M.  15 

April  2nd 

Pond  Street 

27 

F.  16 

,,  24th 

k  Dudley  Road 

28 

M.  23 

',,  27th 

P  >  j 

29 

F.  14 

,,  28th 

Caledonia  Terrace 
Steelhouse  lane 

30 

M.  9 

>>  >> 

Pearson  Street 

31 

M.  5 

,,  30th 

1 

Great  Brickkiln 
Street 

32 

F.  21 

?  >  >) 

Queen  Street 

33 

F.  7 

May  1 2th 

Pearson  Street 

34 

M.  14 

,,  15th 

Cleveland  Road 

35 

F.  12 

5  )  >  > 

Graiseley  passage 

36 

F.  8 

,,  17th 

Court  2,  Dar¬ 
lington  Street 

How  reported,  Infection,  Isolation, 
Vaccination,  Result. 

On  inquiring  about  2  previous  cases  found  this 
their  brother  had  just  recovered  from  a  mild 
attack  of  Small-pox,  been  going  about  nearly 
all  the  time  Infected  from  house  25,  cases  20 
and  13.  Vaccinated  in  infancy. 

Reported  by  mother  and  Medical  Attendant.  In¬ 
fected  from  Holly  Hall.  Removed  to  Hc.lly 
Hall.  Never  vaccinated.  Fatal  confluent  case. 

Reported  by  father  and  Medical  Attendant. 
Probably  infected  from  Sedgley.  Removed  to 
Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy,  2  good 
marks,  each  size  of  Is.  Mild  case. 

Reported  by  parish  Medical  Officer.  Been  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  chemist  since  the  22nd,  to-day  doc¬ 
tor  called  in  and  found  eruption  in  the  suppur¬ 
ation  stage  and  confluent  on  the  face.  Re¬ 
moved  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  for  the  first 
time  11  years  ago.  Eruption  was  severe  on 
the  face,  case  otherwise  very  mild. 

Reported  by  Nurse  at  Holly  Hall.  Infection 
from  Ward-maid  at  Holly  Hall  who  is  her 
cousin.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated 
in  infancy,  4  good  marks,  each  size  of  Is., 
had  mild  discrete  Small -pox  in  72,  a  few  deep 
scattered  cicatrices  on  face  and  neck.  Present 
attack  is  a  very  mild  one,  a  few  scattered  but 
very  characteristic  pocks, 

Reported  by  Medical  Attendant.  Infection  not 
traced.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated 
in  infancy,  4  good  marks,  each  size  of  6d. 
Very  mild  case. 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infection 
not  traced  ;  house  is  in  a  very  isolated  situ- 
tion.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Never  vaccin¬ 
ated.  A  very  severe  confluent  case  but 
recovered,  rather  badly  marked. 

Heard  of  accidentally  by  Inspector.  Ill  early  in 
February,  infected  by  her  mother  who  had 
Small-pox  and  visited  her  from  Tettenhall, 
case  kept  quiet  and  after  3  weeks  removed  in 
a  vehicle  to  Tettenhall. 

Reported  by  Mother.  Sister  of  case  30.  Re¬ 
moved  to  Holly  Hall  Vaccinated  in  infancy, 
4  good  marks,  each  size  of  6d.  Very  mild  case. 

Reported  by  Medical  Attendant.  Infected  from 
a  workman  in  his  father’s  employ  whose  wife 
had  Small-pox  and  was  treated  at  home,  the 
case  being  kept  secret  (see  case  38).  Removed 
to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy,  4  faint 
marks,  each  size  of  Is.  Mild  case  but  had 
prolonged  slight  hsematurea. 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infection 
not  traced.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccin¬ 
ated  in  infancy,  4  good  marks,  each  size  of  3d. 
bit.  Very  mild  case. 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infection 
not  traced.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccin¬ 
ated  in  infancy,  4  faint  marks,  each  size  of  6d. 
Very  mild  case. 
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No, 

Sex  & 
Age. 

Date  wlien 
reported. 

Address. 

How  reported,  Infection,  Isolation, 
Vaccination,  Result. 

37 

M.  5 

May 

18th 

Pond  Street 

Reported  by  parent.  Infection  probably  from 
Holly  Hall,  how  not  traced.  Removed  to 
Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy,  4  good 
marks,  each  size  of  4d.  Rather  severe  discrete 
eruption  on  face,  otherwise  a  mild  case  and  re¬ 
covered  with  very  little  marking. 

38 

F.  22 

,,  19  th 

Grundy  Street 

Heard  of  in  tracing  infection  of  case  34,  was  ill 
about  10  weeks  ago  and  treated  at  home,  being 
nursed  by  a  sister  during  the  day  who  slept  at 
Willenhall  Road. 

39 

M.  7 

,,  26  th 

Dudley  Road 

Reported  by  Medical  Attendant.  Infected  from 
case  28  probably.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall. 
Vaccinated  in  infancy,  can  hardly  make  out 
the  marks,  may  te  4,  only  1  evident.  Rather 
sharp  attack,  some  confluence  on  face  and 
arms  ;  recovered  well  and  hardly  marked. 

40 

M.  16 

Jnne 

2nd 

Pond  Street 

Reported  by  Parent.  Infected  from  case  37  who 
is  his  brother,  went  out  to  work  and  so  escaped 
revaccination.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vacci¬ 
nated  in  infancy,  4  good  marks,  each  size  of  6d. 
Very  mild  case. 

41 

M.  8 

>  > 

)  > 

>  • 

Brother  of  above  and  taken  at  same  time.  Re¬ 
moved  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy, 

4  good  marks,  each  size  of  6d.  Very  mild  case. 

42 

M.  13 

,,  24th 

Moseley  Street, 
Stafford  road 

Reported  same  time  as  next  case.  Infected  prob¬ 
ably  from  Coseley  where  Small-pox  was  and  he 
had  frequently  been.  Taken  ill  on  the  3rd 
inst  ,  rash  out  on  the  5tli,  taken  by  mother 
the  evening  of  the  7th  to  a  doctors  surgery,  on 
the  10th  mother  went  without  the  boy  and  said 
he  had  Chicken-pox,  was  told  he  must  be  seen  to 
be  treated ;  she  then  kept  the  lad  at  home  send¬ 
ing  her  other  children  to  school  and  having  no 
further  medical  attendance  until  her  husband 
(case  43)  took  ill  on  the  22nd,  on  the  24th  she 
fetched  another  doctor  to  see  him  who  at  once 
reported  both  cases,  and  they  were  removed  to 
Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy  but  can 
find  no  marks,  slightly  severe  case,  confluence 
on  face  and  arms  ;  a  little  marked. 

43 

M.  33 

>  5 

J  5 

>  5 

5  > 

See  previous  case.  Vaccinated  in  infancy  one 
mark,  size  of  6d,  rather  severe  case,  for  a  time 
very  ill,  a  good  deal  of  confluence,  a  little 
marked. 

44 

F.  21 

July 

18  th 

Pond  Street 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infected 
probably  from  Holly  Hall,  not  traced. 
Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infan¬ 
cy,  2  good  marks,  each  size  of  Is.  Mild  case. 

45 

F.  14 

August  15  th 

1  > 

>  > 

Reported  by  Father.  Sister  of  above.  Removed 
to  Holly  Hall.  Vaccinated  in  infancy,  3  good 
marks,  each  size  of  6d.  Mild  case. 

46 

F.  12 

Sept. 

14  th 

Temple  Street 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infection 
not  traced.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Vac¬ 
cinated  in  infancy,  4  good  marks,  each  size  of 
Is.  nearly.  Very  mild  case,  somewhat  doubt¬ 
ful. 
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No. 

Sex  & 
Age. 

Date  when 
reported. 

Address. 

How  reported,  Infection,  Isolation, 
Vaccination,  Result. 

47 

F.  17 

October  17th 

Great  Brickkiln 
Street 

Reported  by  Mother.  Infected  from  a  cousin  at 
Coseley.  Removed  to  Holly  Hall.  Said  to 
have  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  but  could  find 
no  marks,  perhaps  owing  to  variola  eruption  ; 
a  bad  confluent  case  ;  died  on  the  20th  inst. 

48 

F.  53 

Nov.  25  th 

Court  8,  Bell  St. 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Officer.  Infection 
not  traced,  had  been  attending  meetings  and 
coming  in  contact  with  many  strangers.  Re¬ 
moved  to  Borough  Hospital.  Said  to  have 

been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  can  find  no  marks. 
Rather  a  mild  case. 

49 

M.  20 

December  6th 

’  3  5  J 

Reported  by  Parish  Medical  Offieer.  Son  of  pre¬ 
vious  case  and  refused  revaccination  when 
mother  was  taken  ill.  Removed  to  Borough 
Hospital.  Vaccinated  in  infancy, 2  good  marks, 
each  size  of  Is.  Rather  mild  case. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2  cases  from  Heath  Town  were  isolated  and 
treated  by  us,  both  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  rather  severe  cases, 


The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  cases  and  the  vaccination. 


Fature  of  Case. 

Very  Mild. 

Mild, 

Rather 

Severe. 

Very 

Severe. 

Fatal. 

Total, 

f 

Vaccinated 

2 

4 

6 

Treated  at 

Un-vaccinated  .. . 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Home...  ^ 

1 

Not  recorded  ... 

2 

5 

... 

... 

... 

7 

I 

Total  . 

4 

9 

... 

... 

2 

15 

Vaccinated 

16 

9* 

5* 

1* 

31 

Isolated  by  \ 
Us 

Un-vaccinated  ... 

... 

2 

2 

4 

I 

Total  . 

16 

9 

5 

2 

3 

35 

Total  vaccinated 

18 

13 

5 

1 

37 

Total  un-vaccinated  ... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

4 

6 

*In  one  of  each  of  these  no  marks  could  he  found,  but  they  were  said  to  have  been  vaccinated, 

(cases  48,  42  and  47-) 


I  have  not  included  in  the  above  Table  case  21,  who  was  vaccinated  when 
just  infected  with  Small  Pox,  and  in  whom  it  appeared  highly  probable  that  a 
severe  attack  was  aborted  by  the  vaccination. 

None  of  our  recorded  cases  had  been  revaccinated. 

Two  of  those  cases  treated  at  home  (4  and  7)  were  eventually  isolated  by 
us.  making  38  in  all. 

The  above  is  an  abbreviation  of  the  record  which  I  have  kept  of  these 
cases  in  common  with  the  others  enumerated  in  table  1.  I  have  given  them  thus 
fully  because  Small-pox  alone  (on  account  of  the  healthy  horror  with  which  it  is 
regarded)  is  sufficiently  reported  to  us  to  illustrate  the  use  of  hospital  isolation, 


12 


and  because  I  think  many  of  the  details  are  worth  noticing.  It  appears  that  case 
2  is  a  centre  from  which  cases  1,  3,  5,  6,  7,  and  9  were  infected,  case  6  in  turn  in¬ 
fected  11  and  12  ;  case  10  an  independent  centre  infected  18,  which  infected  19 
and  21  ;  after  this  Holly  Hall  was  utilised  and  the  only  cases  of  subsequent 
spread  were  where  we  did  not  hear  of  a  case  in  time  to  remove  it  early  enough, 
and  even  then  the  spread  was  at  once  limited  on  the  lemoval  of  those  secondarily 
affected  (e.  g.  case  13  which  was  kept  a  week  at  home  infected  20  and  thence  25, 
24,  23  ;  28  and  42  infected  39  and  43  respectively).  18  apparently  independent 
outbreaks  of  Small-pox  in  the  Borough  have  been  extinguished  by  due  isolation 
at  Holly  Hall,  many  of  them  in  localities  where  everything  favoured  the  spread 
of  the  disease  ;  referring  to  the  list  of  cases  these  outbreaks  are  11,  12,  13  (with 
its  offshoots  20,  23,  24,  and  25)  ;  14,  15,  18  (with  19  and  21);  22,  27,  28  (with 
39)  ;  30  (and  33) ;  31,  34,  35,  36,  42  (and  43) ;  46,  47,  48  (and  49).  Three 
cases  were  kept  concealed  from  us,  2  of  these  were  fairly  well  isolated  at  home 
though  in  each  case  there  was  negligence  or  ignorance  exhibited  (cases  1 7  and  32), 
and  from  the  third  the  disease  spread  (case  38).  Exclusive  of  the  outbreaks 
mentioned  above  the  disease  appeared  in  two  localities  in  connection  wfith  Holly 
Hall,  one  at  a  distance  was  due  to  a  ward-maid  visiting  her  cousin  (case  29),  the 
other  was  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  building  where  six  cases 
arose  ;  37,  40,  41,  were  in  the  second  of  the  row  of  three  cottages  on  the 
right  of  the  Hall,  44  and  45  in  the  detached  cottage  beyond  them  ;  I  could  not 
in  these  cases  trace  the  direct  infection  but  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  that  the 
neighbours  used  to  crowd  round  the  ambulance  whenever  a  fresh  patient  was 
taken  in,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  be  kept  away  ;  these  cases  also 
occurred  late  when  the  caution  which  they  would  at  first  exercise  woul-1  wear 
away.  Case  26  needs  explanation,  the  tenants  of  the  adjacent  cottage  on  the  left 
hand  side  of  the  Hall  left  on  hearing  of  its  intended  use,  and  most  unfortunately 
about  six  weeks  after,  a  family  (although  aware  of  the  disease  in  the  vicinity) 
came  to  live  there,  having  with  them  a  son  aged  15  and  never  vaccinated,  this  lad 
was  at  once  stricken  fatally  ;  such  a  procedure  as  the  foregoing  was  certainly 
not  anticipated  by  me  when  considering  the  question  of  using  the  Hall ;  there 
were  in  this  family  five  other  children  between  the  ages  of  7  and  19  as  well  as  the 
parents,  all  of  whom  were  vaccinated,  none  of  them  contracted  the  disease.  I 
could  not  trace  any  direct  source  of  infection  in  this  case  but  from  the  date  of  the 
eruption  it  must  have  occurred  the  very  first  day  the  lad  came  to  the  cottage. 

The  above  facts  support  the  conclusion  that  an  infectious  hospital  close  to 
dwellings  is  a  centre  round  which  cases  are  apt  to  occur,  but  the  whole  record  em¬ 
phatically  justifies  the  action  taken  as  it  hardly  leaves  room  for  doubt  but  that 
for  the  isolation  provided  the  town  would  have  suffered  from  an  epidemic  of 
Small-pox.  The  vaccination  summary  is  very  striking  and  the  details  (too 
minute  to  enter  on  here)  are  still  more  so,  it  may  be  added  that  in  5  instances 
where  several  persons  had  apparently  the  same  exposure  to  infection  an  unvac¬ 
cinated  one  was  selected  for  attack  and  four  of  these  died. 

Measles.  In  common  with  most  of  the  English  towns  the  Borough  has 
suffered  severely  from  measles  ;  public  sanitation  is  powerless  in  dealing  with 
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this  zymotic,  partly  because  the  infection  is  present  almost  before  one  is  sure  of 
the  disease,  but  principally  because  the  public  not  only  are  utterly  careless  about 
exposing  their  children  to  it,  but  even  court  the  infection  under  the  idea  that  it  is 
well  “to  have  it  over,”  our  98  deaths  are  only  a  part  of  the  evil  that  has  been 
done,  for  much  of  the  mischief  due  to  this  disease  consists  of  lasting  lung 
troubles  with  later  fatal  results,  and  doubtless  much  of  our  exceptionally  high 
death-rate  from  chest  diseases  amongst  children  during  the  last  quarter  has  been 
due  to  this  cause.  Until  February  11th  we  had  only  a  few  scattered  cases,  on 
that  date  hearing  of  several  in  one  vicinity,  I  went  a  round  of  inspection  in 
Monmore  Green  and  found  numerous  cases  under  circumstances  that  at  once 
convinced  me  the  matter  was  hopeless,  all  except  the  worst  case  s  were  running 
about  and  in  and  out  one  another’s  houses,  some  of  the  mothers  did  not  believe  it 
was  infectious,  others  accepted  it  as  the  “will  of  God.”  The  epidemic  had 
apparently  spread  from  Ettingshall  where  it  previously  existed  and  where 
children  from  the  outskirts  of  the  borough  attended  school.  Finding  that  most 
of  the  cases  were  attending  the  infant  schools  at  Monmore  Green  I  directed  their 
closure  for  a  few  weeks,  but  I  soon  concluded  that  this  really  facilitated  the 
spread  of  infection  owing  to  the  large  number  of  children  thus  thrown  into  much 
greater  contact  with  one  another  in  the  courts  ;  this  conclusion  was  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  when  the  epidemic  was  abating  later  on  the  closure  of  the  schools 
for  the  Easter  holidays  caused  a  decided  exacerbation  of  it ;  in  a  rural  district 
where  a  school  is  a  focus  in  which  children  otherwise  widely  parted  are  brought 
together,  its  closure  may  be  an  important  preventitive  measure,  but  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  quite  otherwise  where  the  children  are  freely  intermingled  in  the  courts 
where  they  live,  especially  would  this  appear  to  be  the  case  in  dealing  with  so 
insidious  a  disease  as  measles  ;  of  course  if  the  schools  could  all  be  closed  before 
the  epidemic  had  any  footing  in  the  town  it  would  be  an  important  item  in 
preventing  its  passage  from  one  locality  to  a  rather  distant  one,  especially  as  we 
found  in  many  cases  children  from  one  household  attending  3  different  and 
distant  schools,  and  from  this  being  a  common  occurrence  I  felt  that  the  simul¬ 
taneous  closure  of  all  the  schools,  even  when  the  measles  was  firmly  settled  at 
Monmore  Green,  might  have  been  the  means  of  saving  the  rest  of  the  town,  but 
I  hesitated  to  advise  a  measure  of  such  extreme  severity,  especially  as  the 
closure  to  be  of  any  use  would  need  to  be  a  prolonged  one,  and  even  then  might 
only  have  resulted  in  rendering  the  extension  slower  but  perhaps  no  less  sure  • 
I  should  add  that  the  exacerbation  referred  to  as  having  occurred  during  the 
Easter  holidays  was  in  districts  where  the  disease  was  already  settled.  To  sum 
up.  I  believe  closing  a  school  increases  the  facility  for  infection  in  the  already 
infected  districts,  but  I  think  closing  the  schools  generally  would  diminish  its 
extension  to  other  districts,  and  I  may  have  erred  in  not  recommending  this 
measure  early.  The  measures  adopted  were  as  follows  :  circulars  and  printed 
post  cards  were  sent  to  all  the  schools  asking  for  immediate  returns  of  absence 
through  infectious  illness,  and  calling  teachers’  attention  to  some  symptoms  by 
which  they  might  be  guided  in  excluding  dubious  cases  of  measles  (or  scarlatina) ; 
in  response  I  obtained  very  cordial  assistance  and  early  intimation  of  numerous 
cases,  these  were  at  once  investigated  and  reported  on  by  the  inspectors  in  whose 
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district  they  occurred,  or  where  they  were  too  numerous,  by  another  inspector, 
the  children  from  such  houses  were  then  prohibited  from  attending  any  schools 
for  such  peiiod  as  appeared  necessary,  and  the  parents  advised  about  keeping 
them  apart,  in  exceptional  cases  disinfection  was  carried  out,  but  as  a  rule  this 
was  impossible.  The  epidemic  swept  across  the  town  and  died  out  towards  the 
end  of  August. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Our  records  of  this  disease  are  particularly  disheartening  and 
unsatisfactory,  in  it  more  than  in  any  other  would  the  good  effects  of  early  and 
efficient  isolation  in  checking  extension  be  evident,  the  infection  being  largely 
contained  in  the  scales  of  the  skin  (often  in  the  form  of  finest  dust)  is  readily 
wafted  about  or  stored  in  clothing  or  crevices,  and  it  is  always  difficult  and 
generally  impossible  to  avoid  its  retention  and  spread  in  a  private  dwelling  house, 
and  there  is  constant  risk  of  the  patient’s  exposuie  during  the  long  period  of  des¬ 
quamation  in  which  although  highly  infectious  he  generally  feels  perfectly  well ; 
on  the  other  hand  the  disease  can  be  almost  always  recognized  very  early  and  is 
thus  capable  of  being  removed  before  harm  is  done  ;  and  yet  on  looking  through 
our  cases  I  find  our  earnest  endeavours  to  benefit  the  public  in  this  matter  are  so 
little  appreciated  as  to  be  rendered  almost  nugatory.  The  spread  of  infection 
from  a  case  of  scarlatina  may  be  considered  as  first  affecting  the  household  in 
which  it  occurs,  and  next  the  neighl  our  hood  ;  to  prevent  the  first  a  prompt  noti¬ 
fication  and  immediate  removal  would  be  necessary,  such  notification  we  have 
scarcely  ever  had  (excepting  in  cases  of  domestic  servants),  as  a  rule  our  intima¬ 
tions  are  hardly  early  enough  to  save  the  neighbours,  being  in  the  majority  of 
cases  of  a  round-about  and  accidental  nature,  this  will  be  at  once  seen  by  the 
following  summary  of  how  our  212  cases  were  heard  of,  46  were  found  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  all  having  been  ill  for  some  time,  many  for  weeks  ;  42  were 
reported  by  the  Parish  Medical  Officers,  many  of  these  were  reported  early,  but  in 
most  cases  the  doctor  was  only  called  in  when  some  untoward  symptoms  arose ; 
2 1  were  reported  by  school  officials,  neither  very  early  nor  very  late;  20  we 
heard  of  through  relatives  con  ing  to  ask  for  disinfection  or  other  assistance  when 
the  illness  was  over  ;  32  were  detected  by  means  of  the  Pegistrar’s  death  returns, 
being  either  deaths  or  cases  in  the  same  or  contiguous  houses  and  only  thus  heard 
of;  11  were  cases  in  canal  boats;  11  were  reported  by  the  Medical  Attendant ; 
2  by  court  sweepers;  2  by  parents  early;  15  were  reported  from  the  General 
Hospital  out-patient  department  being  nearly  all  taken  there  with  late  sequelae; 
the  remaining  10  cases  were  heard  of  from  various  private  sources.  It  does 
occasionally  happen  that  Scarlatina  is  so  mild  that  it  is  unsuspected  until  attention 
is  directed  to  it  by  the  infection  of  other  persons,  but  this  is  very  rare  and  ought 
hardly  to  occur  if  proper  vigilance  were  exercised,  as  it  should  be  where  the  disease 
was  at  all  prevalent;  in  point  of  fact  however  our  difficulties  have  not  arisen 
from  this  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  from  the  gross  and  culpable  negligence  displayed 
about  this  fever,  and  an  almost  inconceivable  ignorance  of  its  nature  and  danger ; 
how  to  remove  this  ignorance  and  to  awaken  a  proper  sense  of  duty  in  the  matter 
is  a  most  important  problem,  and  one  of  which  I  see  no  near  solution,  for  our 
people  are  so  prejudiced  that  in  this,  as  in  other  matters  relating  to  health,  our 
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assertions  are  simply  disbelieved.  I  have  of  couise  in  all  cases  where  I  judged 
it  necessary  taken  advantage  of  the  isolation  wards  at  the  General  Hospital,  and 
used  disinfection  as  thoroughly  as  possible  ;  the  source  of  infection  has  been 
usually  so  obscure,  and  so  many  cases  undoubtedly  exist  unknown  to  us,  that  the 
beginning  or  end  of  any  particular  outbreak  cannot  be  defined,  and  therefore  the 
actual  value  of  our  isolation  is  not  definitely  known;  but  certainly  as  a  rule  exten¬ 
sion  was  limited  after  free  removal  to  hospital,  and  such  removals  were  nearly  all 
under  circumstances  that  rendered  a  severe  spread  of  disease  otherwise  morally 
certain.  But  it  is  mortifying  to  see  continually  how  much  such  limitation  has 
fallen  short  of  what  it  might  have  been,  and  to  have  (as  we  frequently  have  had) 
to  move  many  cases  where  the  earlier  removal  of  one  would  have  sufficed, 
indeed  on  the  ground  of  expense  alone  it  has  been  serious  to  notice  how  heavily 
the  town  has  had  to  pay  for  the  negligence  of  some  of  its  inhabitants.  I  give  the 
out’ine  of  a  few  cases  which  illustrate  some  of  the  above  remarks  ;  the  numbers 
which  designate  the  cases  are  from  the  general  record  *of  infectious  diseases  and 
recommence  in  each  quarter. 

First  Quarter — 

January  9tli.  —  Cases  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  all  the  children  of  a  household  ;  3,  4,  and  5,  first 

taken  ;  then  6  and  7  ;  finally  8  ;  illustrates  home  isolation. 

January  17tli. — Cases  11,  12,  and  13  ;  11  ill  some  weeks  previously,  not  taken  to  a  doctor  until 

peeling  ;  12  and  13  taken  subsequently  ;  we  found  all  these  children  dressed 
and  about  the  house  though  freely  desquamating. 

February  5th. — Case  33  ;  been  ill  three  weeks  ago,  now  dressed  and  about  the  house  freely  peel¬ 
ing  ;  there  is  a  greengrocer’s  shop  here. 

March  8th.— Cases  180  and  181  ;  after  3  weeks  illness  at  home  these  cases  did  badly,  so  their 

mother  and  grandmother  came  to  Health  Offices  and  asked  to  have  them 
taken  to  Hospital,  both  were  closely  questioned  as  to  whether  they  knew  of 
any  other  cases  and  denied  that  they  did  ;  on  the  12tli  instant  we  found  2 
of  the  grandmother’s  children  had  also  been  ill  for  some  time  past,  and  on 
April  30th  2  more  were  taken  ill. 

March  17th.—  Case  240  ;  hearing  of  2  deaths  in  a  house,  sent  to  make  inquiries,  and  found  they 

had  been  infected  from  this  boy  who  had  been  ill  5  weeks  previously, 

March  22nd.  —  Case  282  ;  lad,  aged  7,  taken  ill  on  the  9th  and  had  red  rash,  no  doctor,  now 

found  by  inspector  skinning  freely  and  playing  about  with  other  children, 

Second  Quarter — 

June  23rd. — Cases  751  and  752  ;  seen  to  by  neighbours  while  their  mother  attends  fairs  with  a 

gingerbread  stall. 

Third  Quarter — 

July  1st.  — Cases  2,  3,  4,  and  5  ;  2  being  returned  as  a  Scarlet  Fever  death,  house  visited  and 

3,  4,  and  5,  found  going  about  skinning,  having  had  the  disease  previously. 

September  24tli.—  Case  221  ;  ill  three  weeks  ago,  flushed  and  sore  throat,  mother  got  some  med¬ 
icine  for  him,  went  to  school  for  5  days  last  week,  then  swelled,  brought  to¬ 
day  as  out-patient  to  Hospital  and  found  with  Scarlatinal  Dropsy,  and 
skinning  freely. 

Fourth  Quarter — 

October  9th. — Cases  6  and  7  ;  7  ill  some  weeks  ago,  now  freely  skinning  and  going  about  on 

errands  ;  6  taken  ill  yesterday  ;  4  other  children  in  this  house  (one  of  whom 
was  taken  ill  a  few  days  later)  and  18  in  a  small  common  yard. 

The  above  cases  are  merely  typical  of  what  is  constantly  occuring,  they 
hardly  need  any  further  comment, 
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Diphtheria.  Only  two  cases  have  been  reported  besides  the  deaths  returned 
by  the  registrars,  in  one  of  these  there  was  an  untrapped  drain  found  which  may 
have  accounted  for  it ;  in  no  other  case  was  any  sufficient  cause  made  out,  except¬ 
ing  one  of  the  deaths  when  a  sister  had  died  of  the  disease  at  Wednesbury  and 
our  case  had  come  from  there  and  at  once  fallen  ill.  All  the  cases  were  sporadic. 

Typhoid  Fever.  In  the  first  week  of  the  first  quarter  a  death  was  registered 
of  a  case  reported  last  year.  Two  fresh  cases  were  heard  of  this  quarter  ;  (1)  the 
first  had  come  ill  from  Sunderland  and  was  casually  reported  to  me  four  weeks 
afterwards,  he  died  a  few  days  later;  (2)  the  second  case  was  reported  five  weeks 
after  the  commencement  of  his  illness,  he  died  four  days  subsequently,  we  could 
make  out  no  source  of  infection  but  he  went  about  the  country  hawking.  In  the 
second  quarter  one  case  (3)  was  reported  by  one  of  our  Inspectors  after  a  couple  of 
weeks  illness,  infection  not  traced,  works  out  of  the  Borough.  In  the  third 
quarter  (4;  one  death  was  returned  by  the  Registrar  after  a  three  weeks’  illness  ; 
nothing  was  made  out  about  this  case.  Up  to  this  time  we  had  been  singularly 
free  from  Typhoid  Fever  but  during  the  last  quarter  our  returns  were  less  favour¬ 
able  ;  on  October  6th  (5)  a  mild  case  was  reported  after  8  days  illness  about  which 
we  detected  nothing;  on  the  24th  (6)  a  patient  was  taken  into  the  General 
Hospital  from  Great  Brickkiln  Street,  with  a  relapse,  having  been  eight  weeks  ill; 
his  premises  were  very  filthy  and  yard  drains  were  untrapped  but  no  specific 
source  of  the  disease  was  made  out.  On  the  25th  four  cases  came  to  the  General 
Hospital,  (7)  the  first  after  five  weeks’  illness,  from  Walsall  St.,  this  man  was  one  of 
the  Corporation  pan  men  and  possibly  may  have  contracted  the  disease  at  his  work, 
his  having  recently  come  from  the  country  would  render  him  more  susceptible ; 
(8)  the  second  case  had  been  about  eight  weeks  ill  and  came  from  Swan  Street,  I 
made  out  nothing  about  him  ;  (9)  the  third  case  was  from  St.  James’s  Street,  and 
had  been  ill  a  month  ;  was  untraced;  (10)  the  fourth  case  from  Eagle  Street  had 
been  six  weeks  ill,  untraced;  (11)  on  November  14th  a  case  was  heard  of  in 
Fold  Street,  after  a  foi  night’s  illness,  not  traced,  been  much  outside  borough  in 
his  duties.  (12)  On  the  15th  another  case  was  found  amongst  the  General 
Hospital  out-patients,  seven  days  ill,  came  from  Little  Chapel  Street;  (13)  a 
sister,  ill  at  the  same  time,  subsequently  proved  typhoid  fever.  (14)  On  Novem¬ 
ber  24th  a  girl  was  taken  to  the  General  Hospital  from  St.  Matthew  Street, 
after  a  few  days’  illness,  untraced.  (15)  On  December  5th  a  death  was  returned 
from  Herbert  Street,  after  a  fortnight’s  illness,  untraced.  (16)  On  the  18th  one 
of  our  Inspectors  reported  a  case  in  Bagnall  Street,  after  three  weeks’  illness, 
nothing  made  out.  (17)  On  the  22nd  a  parish  Medical  Officer  reported  a  case 
from  East  Street,  had  been  three  weeks  ill,  untraced.  (18)  On  the  30th  an 
Inspector  reported  a  case  from  Railway  Row,  Monmore  Green,  after  3  weeks 
illness,  nothing  made  out. 

It  must  appear  singular  that  nothing  in  the  way  of  definite  causation  has 
been  made  out  in  any  of  these  cases,  but  though  every  effort  was  made  to  trace 
them  the  difficulties  proved  insuperable.  The  channels  through  which  typhoid 
infection  may  be  conveyed  (all  articles  of  food  and  drink)  are  so  numerous  that  it 
is  only  by  finding  some  common  factors  in  a  number  of  cases  there  is  any  chance 
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of  tracing  it ;  in  none  of  our  cases  could  we  find  any  connection  if  I  except  (12) 
and  (13)  a  brother  and  sister,  and  (9)  and  (10)  who  worked  at  the  same  works; 
again  in  almost  all  the  cases  the  food  supplies  were  so  erratic  that  I  could  learn 
nothing  from  them ;  finally  ‘  the  time  which  usually  elapsed  before  we  heard  of 
the  cases  added  to  their  obscurity. 

Diarrhcea.  In  common  with  all  the  large  towns  (see  table  10),  we  have  suf¬ 
fered  severely  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea  ;  the  precise  causation  of  this  scourge  is 
still  unknown,  the  general  facts  that  it  is  connected  with  heat  and  related  to  towns 
are  indicated  by  our  tables  ;  the  former  will  appear  by  comparing  the  Diarrhoea 
returns  in  table  3  with  the.  temperatures  in  table  4  ;  the  latter  is  evident  from 
table  10,  in  which  it  appears  that  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  was  the  least  fatal 
in  the  rural  districts,  and  the  most  so  in  the  uiban,  and  that  the  increase  in  the 
latter  was  due  to  the  Diarrhoea  mortality.  In  short,  table  10  shows  that  a  beau¬ 
tiful  summer  which  we  might  reasonably  suppose  would  be  conducive  to  health 
(a  supposition  correct  for  the  rural  districts),  has  caused  a  dreadfully  fatal  out¬ 
break  of  Diarrhoea  amongst  children  from  some  insanitary  condition  in  the  towns  ; 
in  our  own  Borough  it  is  worth  remark  that  the  proportionate  excess  of  mortality 
in  this  quarter  is  greater  in  the  West  Sub-District  than  in  the  East. 

Before  concluding  this  portion  of  my  Beport  I  must  allude  to  the  great 
addition  which  the  completion  of  the  Disinfecting  Stove  at  the  Borough  Hospital 
has  made  to  our  resources,  our  former  methods  of  dealing  with  bedding  and  cloth¬ 
ing  were  very  insufficient,  and  we  have  now  one  of  the  best  known  methods  of 
elisinfecting  such  articles  always  available  and  in  constant  use.  I  must  mention 
too  the  very  great  satisfaction  that  it  is  to  have  the  Hospital  itself  ready  for  any 
further  emergency,  the  advantage  of  having  such  a  building,  far  from  any  dwell¬ 
ing  house  and  surrounded  by  extensive  enclosed  grounds,  must  be  evident  to  any¬ 
one  reading  the  Beport  on  Small  Pox  ;  the  two  last  cases  were  isolated  there. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  Borough,  its  division 
into  East  and  West  Sub-Districts  offers  many  facilities  for  an  instructive  compari¬ 
son.  The  main  distinctions  between  them  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : — 

(1) .  The  general  exposition  of  each  sub-district  is  as  implied  by  their  names 
East  and  West  respectively  (or  tending  N  E.  and  S.W.),  being  situated  on  those 
faces  of  the  range  of  hills  on  which  the  town  is  built,  hence  the  one  is  more 
completely  exjtosed  to  the  effects  of  our  harshest  winds  (the  East)  from  which  the 
other  is  comparatively  sheltered,  and  reversely  as  regards  the  hotter  Soulh  and 
West  winds  and  sun  effects  ;  generally  speaking  too  the  East  Sub-District  is  on  a 
higher  level  and  built  more  on  the  sandstone,  the  West  lower  and  rather  more  on 
the  clay. 

(2) .  As  to  the  class  of  inhabitants  the  East  Sub-District  consists  almost 
solely  of  a  working  population,  marrying  young,  having  a  large  proportion  of 
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children,  and  suffering  exceptional  hardships  from  the  prevalent  trade  depression  ; 
the  West  on  the  other  hand,  though  containing  in  parts  a  somewhat  similar  class, 
consists  mostly  of  well-to-do  artizans  and  tradesmen  and  professional  and  business 
men,  with  their  families,  it  contains  a  large  proportion  of  domestic  servants  ;  this 
is  a  population  on  the  whole  wealthier,  less  exposed  to  hardship,  and  with  a 
smaller  proportion  of  children  than  the  East. 

(3).  The  general  character  of  the  buildings  in  the  Sub-Districts  is  also  wide¬ 
ly  different;  in  the  East  should  be  mentioned  a  large  number  of  works,  which 
with  the  proximity  of  the  pits,  tend  to  keep  a  constantly  murky  atmosphere.  The 
streets  are  narrow  and  crowded,  and  the  spaces  between  are  occupied  with  houses 
round  courts  and  yards  where  the  children  mix  freely  and  constantly  with  one  an¬ 
other,  and  the  greatest  facility  is  afforded  for  the  spread  of  disease.  The  dwellings 
themselves  are  nearly  all  of  a  poor  description,  crowded,  ill-ventilated,  many  kept 
in  a  very  dirty  state,  many  on  the  verge  of  being  unfit  for  habitation,  either 
through  bad  repair  or  vicious  construction  ;  in  the  West  again,  though  in  two 
localities  it  rivals  the  worst  districts  in  the  East,  yet  as  a  whole  the  houses  corres¬ 
pond  with  the  condition  of  the  population,  there  are  a  number  of  streets  of  well- 
built  and  comfortable  small  houses,  opening  out  into  a  pleasant  agricultural 
country,  and  also  a  large  number  of  villa  and  other  good  private  residences. 

The  methods  of  night  soil  disposal  should  be  noticed :  the  better  class 
houses  generally  contain  water  closets;  the  prevalent  system  in  the  rest  of  the 
town  and  which  is  being  daily  more  adopted  is  the  pail  system,  with  weekly  re¬ 
movals  ;  this  system  as  a  rule  works  well,  but  there  are  not  infrequent  hitches,  all 
due  to  very  removable  causes  ;  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  such  abuses  as  throwing 
slops  into  the  pails  and  neglecting  the  keeping  of  their  contents  dry  by  the  use 
of  ashes  (which  is  unfortunately  difficult  in  summer  when  ashes  are  few  and  the 
heat  renders  their  use  more  than  ever  necessary),  and  in  addition  a  too  frequent 
unwillingness  to  facilitate  the  pan  men’s  discharge  of  their  difficult  duties,  which 
not  seldom  amounts  to  wilful  obstruction  ;  on  the  part  of  the  officials  the  com¬ 
monest  drawbacks  are  the  defective  lidding  of  the  pans  in  their  removal,  and 
occasional  acts  of  carelessness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  subordinates.  It  is  very 
much  to  be  deplored  however  that  in  many  paits  of  the  town  there  still  exist  open 
middens,  and  still  worse,  closed  cesspits,  the  latter  are  of  the  very  worst  type 
being  ventilated  solely  through  the  seats  of  the  closets,  and  seldom  so  small  as  to 
need  emptying  even  within  six  months,  while  some  receive  the  contents  of  several 
closets  and  contain  them  for  years  ;  the  prolonged  storage  of  these  masses  of 
decomposing  matter  produces  a  grave  deterioration  of  the  air,  and  must  be  very 
detrimental  to  health  even  when  not  productive  of  actual  disease,  and  yet  the  con¬ 
venience  and  external  cleanliness  of  these  closets  renders  it  frequently  difficult  to 
persuade  the  public  of  their  injurious  nature  ;  unfortunately  the  word  nuisance  is 
used  by  many  as  synonymous  with  bad  smell,  and  the  fact  is  lost  sight  of  that  the 
gravest  nuisances  may  be  devoid  of  odour.  The  greater  number  of  these  cesspits 
are  in  the  West  Sub-District,  partly  because  they  are  of  the  character  just  alluded 
to,  whereas  in  the  East  they  are  not  so  plausible  and  more  easily  condemned. 

The  last  remarks  apply  also  to  another  grave  sanitary  defect,  the  keeping 


19 


of  pigs,  fowls,  and  other  domestic  animals  ;  when  this  nuisance  occurs  in  the  East 
it  is  usually  so  bad  that  it  is  at  once  prohibited,  but  the  more  open  spaces  in  the 
West  render  it  more  difficult  to  dogmatically  denounce  it,  hence  it  is  commoner  in 
th(it  sub-district ;  even  in  the  East  however  it  constantly  exists,  and  is  everywhere 
a  trying  matter  to  deal  with,  because  as  soon  as  a  notice  to  remove  it  in  any  par¬ 
ticular  instance  is  complied  with,  the  next  tenant  or  neighbour  starts  the  same 
thing  again. 

The  underground  soft-water  cistern  almost  universally  used  in  the  Borough 
impresses  me  very  unfavourably,  partly  because  of  the  probability  of  leakage, 
and  in  consequence  either  soakage  of  the  ground  or  impurity  of  the  water,  but 
mainly  because  of  the  overflow  pipes,  these  on  account  of  their  depth  cannot  dis¬ 
charge  as  they  should  either  openly  or  into  a  ventilated  and  trapped  gully,  but 
must  go  into  the  drain,  even  if  a  water-trap  intervenes  it  evaporates  dry,  and 
then  the  overflow  ventilates  the  drain  directly  into  the  cistern,  thus  not  only  is 
water  which  is  in  constant  demand  for  washing  saturated  with  sewer  gas,  but  in 
many  instances  the  cistern  being  within  the  house  this  gas  is  drawn  from  the  base¬ 
ment  through  the  whole  building. 

Besides  the  above  there  are  numerous  sanitary  defects  due  to  the  ignorance 
and  bad  habits  of  some  of  the  people,  and  others  due  largely  to  poverty  ;  of  the 
former  their  misconduct  with  regard  to  infection  has  been  already  mentioned  ; 
scarcely  less  reprehensible  are  the  dirty  habits  of  some,  both  houses,  closets,  and 
courts  are  often  kept  in  a  beastly  state  of  filth  (but  for  our  court  sweepers  some 
of  the  latter  would  be  untenable),  we  much  need  some  more  peremptory  method 
of  dealing  with  these  than  ours  of  notice  and  subsequent  summons,  but  as  many 
people  are  always  concerned  it  is  very  difficult  to  catch  the  offenders.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  this  I  may  mention  a  matter  which  has  often  struck  me  in  my  in¬ 
spections  and  for  which  I  see  no  remedy,  i.e.  the  want  of  closet  accommodation 
for  little  children,  at  present  the  little  things  use  the  floors  of  the  closets  or  the 
surfaces  of  the  courts  with  an  innocence  which  is  more  natural  than  charming. 
The  numerous  notices  which  are  served  for  the  discontinuance  of  overcrowding 
shew  that  this  bad  habit  is  too  prevalent. 

At  the  close  of  little  more  than  one  year  of  office  I  am  conscious  that  it  would 
be  imprudent  of  me  to  theorise  about  our  Sanitary  condition.  I  have  therefore 
in  the  above  remarks  confined  myself  to  facts  which  I  have  observed,  and  in  what 
I  shall  now  say  about  our  vital  statistics  I  shall,  in  the  same  spirit,  merely  indi¬ 
cate  the  facts,  without  at  present  doing  more  than  occasionally  suggesting  some 
of  the  conclusions  they  appear  to  me  to  indicate. 

Table  9  shows  that  the  year  has  been  a  very  unfavourable  one ;  its  high 
mortality  has  been  due  to  a  combination  of  circumstances,  and  many  of  the  other 
large  towns  have  suffered  similarly ;  we  have  had  many  cases  of  Small-pox,  rather 
severe  Scarlet  Fever,  a  heavy  epidemic  of  Measles,  and  very  bad  Diarrhoea; 
the  weather  in  the  2nd  and  4th  quarters  has  been  very  severe  and  changeable, 
and  the  bad  trade  depression  has  increased  our  susceptibility  to  it,  hence  a  high 
mortality  from  chest  affections. 
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Table  10  shows  that  Wolverhampton  compares  very  unfavourably  with  the 
other  towns  for  the  2nd  and  3rd  quarters  of  the  year,  and  that  this  is  due  to  our 
exceptional  zymotic  and  high  infantile  death  -rates  ;  it  shows  also  that  the  zymotic 
rate  is  due  to  severe  Measles  and  some  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  2nd  quarter,  to  some 
Measles  considerable  Scarlet  Fever  and  severe  Diarrhoea  in  the  3rd  quarter. 
Now  to  trace  this  more  closely  compare  the  sub-districts  with  the  towns  :  the  West 
in  tli9  2nd  quarter  suffers  considerably  from  Measles,  and  has  a  zymotic  rate 
equal  to,  and  a  general  rate  less  than,  the  towns ;  in  the  3rd  a  little  from  Measles 
and  Scarlet  Fever,  and  severely  from  Diarrhoea,  and  has  a  zymotic  and  general  rate 
nearly  equal  to  the  towns  ;  the  East  had  very  severe  Measles  and  a  little  Scarlet 
Fever  the  2nd  quarter,  and  a  zymotic  rate  and  a  general  rate  1£  that  of  the 
towns;  in  the  3rd  quarter  some  Measles,  considerable  Scarlet  Fever  and  very 
severe  Diarrhoea,  a  zymotic  rate  1^  and  a  general  rate  those  of  the  towns; 
in  the  1st  and  4th  quarters  the  East  is  a  shade  worse  than  the  towns  and  the  West 
much  superior  to  them. 

Turning  to  tables  1  aud  3  it  is  at  once  evident  how  much  more  heavily  the 
east  suffers  from  infectious  disease  than  the  west,  a  circumstance  I  think  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  remarks  on  page  18,  lines  10  and  following. 

As  regards  deaths  of  children  under  5,  table  2  shows  that  in  the  1st,  2nd,  and 
4th  quarters,  the  East  preponderates  heavily ;  and  tables  3,  4,  5,  and  6  show  this 
is  due  to  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever,  and  to  deaths  from  Chest  Affections  in  cold 
weather  (these  latter  doubtless  arise  from  want  of  care,  clothing,  and  firing, 
poverty)  ;  in  the  3rd  quarter  the  children  deaths  in  the  East  exceed  the  West  but 
slightly,  probably  a  little  more  than  would  be  accountable  for  by  the  greater 
child  population,  this  excess  appears  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  immense  run 
up  in  the  West  is  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  “Debility”  (see  table  6),  the  excep¬ 
tionally  heavy  return  under  this  heading  is  probably  due  to  the  same  cause  at 
the  Diarrhoea  and  would  raise  the  West  infantile  Diarrhoea  returnsto  nearly  equal 
the  East,  this  is  a  very  striking  fact.  The  general  facts  about  the  two  sub-dis- 
tricts during  the  year  are  these  :  the  Eastsuffered  heavilyfrom  iufectious  epidemics  ; 
lost  its  children  heavily  from  chest  diseases  in  cold  weather,  also  many  elderly 
people;  suffered  heavily  from  infantile  Diarrhoea  during  hot  weather  ;  the  West 
suffered  much  less  from  infectious  epidemics  ;  in  cold  weather  lost  some  children 
and  elderly  people  from  Chest  Affections,  and  a  good  many  of  the  extremely  aged 
in  whom  such  a  death  is  almost  from  old  age  ;  suffered  heavily  from  infanti'e 
Diarrhoea  and  Debility  during  the  hot  weather.  It  is  pretty  eviden:  that  the 
superiority  of  the  West  during  the  1st,  2nd  and  4th  quarters  arises  from  the  less 
crowded  condition  and  more  comfortable  circumstances  of  its  people  (arises  in 
short  from  prosperity)  and  that  the  inferiority  of  the  East  arises  from  such  insani¬ 
tation  as  is  largely  due  to  poverty  (e.^.want  of  food,  fire,  and  clothing  and  proper 
habitations).  But  the  way  in  which  both  Sub-districts  suffered  from  the  heat 
shows  I  think  that  in  a  more  strictly  sanitary  sense  both  are  highly  defective,  the 
West  no  less  than  the  East.  The  greater  susceptibilty  of  the  East  to  cold  effects 
and  of  the  West  to  heat  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  aspects  of  the  two  Sub¬ 
districts. 
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WORK  DONE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

The  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  particularly  Small-pox  has  interfered 
with  my  personal  inspection  ;  however  I  have,  either  on  special  occasions  or  by 
routine,  visited  the  worst  portions  and  much  of  the  rest  of  the  Borough  ;  I  have 
thus  become  pretty  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  the  conclusions  arrived  at  have 
been  already  given  (see  page  17).  Any  matters  calling  for  special  attention  I 
have  brought  before  the  Sanitary  Committee  at  their  fortnightly  meetings.  The 
systematic  inspection  of  the  Borough  by  the  Assistant  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 
supervised  by  Inspector  Blanton  and  myself  has  gone  on  well,  the  table  of  notices 
served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  (total  number  2059)  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  gives  some  of  it ;  a  large  amount  of  vrork  has  also  been  done 
without  the  service  of  formal  notices  ;  in  the  same  report  is  given  a  table  of 
magisterial  proceedings. 

Unwholesome  Food.  1  cow,  1  calf,  15  pigs,  3  shrep,  9  lambs,  200  lbs  of  pork, 
98  lbs  of  beef  and  mutton,  4  rabbits,  1  cask  of  oysters,  112  lbs  of  herrings  havo 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  and  destroyed. 

Disinfection.  315  houses,  4  schools,  4  canal  boats,  49  vehicles,  and  229 
articles  of  clothing  have  been  disinfected  with  sulphur  fumes  and  carbolic  acid 
vapour;  168  articles  of  clothing  have  been  stoved,  and  9  burnt. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  TABLES. 

The  returns  made  by  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  for  the  East  sub-district  in¬ 
clude  all  those  occurring  in  the  General  Hospital  and  Workhouse  ;  many  of  these 
belong  to  districts  outside  the  Borough,  others  belong  to  the  West  sub-district 
and  some  are  returned  as  “  no  home  in  compiling  the  tables  for  1884  all  deaths 
are  referred  to  the  sub-district  to  which  they  belong,  those  from  outside  the 
borough  and  “  no  home”  are  either  entered  under  such  headings  or  omitted;  it 
was  necessary  to  do  this  in  order  to  institute  a  correct  comparison  between  the  two 
sub-districts,  as  well  as  to  have  an  accurate  idea  of  the  death-rate  of  the  borough, 
for  though  some  of  its  inhabitants  doubtless  die  and  are  registered  outside  of  it, 
such  would  probably  be  fully  compensated  for  by  deaths  of  outsiders  occurring  in 
the  town  apart  from  the  institutions  :  in  table  No.  7  the  deaths  under  these 
different  headings  are  tabulated  for  the  year.  Tables  2  and  3  show  the  weekly 
variations  in  the  deaths  at  various  ages  and  from  various  causes,  and  table  4  shows 
their  relations  to  meteorological  changes,  some  of  these  relations  have  been 
already  alluded  to ;  table  4  is  defective  as  I  only  commenced  recording  these  re¬ 
turns  on  April  13th. 

In  Table  8  the  deaths  and  rates  for  all  preceding  years  are  misleading  as 
the  East  include  the  deaths  from  beyond  the  borough  and  those  belonging  to  the 
West,  and  the  West  do  not  include  these  latter;  in  the  entries  for  1884  the  upper 
row  corresponds  with  those  of  other  years  so  as  to  compare  with  them,  and  the 
lower  row  gives  the  correct  figures 


In  Table  9  many  of  the  figures  for  1884  do  not  quite  compare  with  other 
years,  being  lessened  by  the  exclusion  of  non-borough  cases,  but  the  difference 
would  not  appreciably  affect  any  conclusions,  except  perhaps  in  the  number  of 
deaths  over  60,  many  of  the  outside  cases  in  the  Workhouse  being  amongst  these 
(see  table  7). 

The  populations  of  the  Borough  and  of  each  sub-district  being  estimated 
separately,  the  former  is  not  the  sum  of  the  latter. 
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Area  of  the  Borough  3,440  acres. 


Population  1881  (census  April)  75,766. 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

Weekly  RETURNS  of  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  during  1SS4. 
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9 
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643 

1309 
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In  Public 
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r  1 1 

d 

-4-> 

l 

04 

O 

O  p 

*-> 

d 

CD 
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Inquests. 
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TABLE  No.  4. 

WEEKLY  METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 


From  observations 


taken  at  the 
at  9  a.m. 


Park  Meteorological  Station 
daily. 


(430  feet  above  Sea-Level. 


deceiving  surface  of  rain  guage  1  -ft.  above  ground  ) 


Week  ending 

Barometer,  uncorrected. 

Average 

Humidity. 

Temperature. 

Bain. 

Wind. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Att.  Ther. 

Max. 

Min. 

Mean. 

Eai 

1-ft. 

■th. 

4-It. 

Prevailing  Direction. 

Total  in 
Week. 

In. 

In. 

O 

o—ioo 

O 

O 

O 

O 

o 

In. 

Miles. 

April 

19th 

29730 

29-460 

45 

81 

51-0 

28-0 

37-0 

450 

450 

•13 

N.  &  NE. 

1604 

May 

26  th 

29  640 

29-370 

45 

68 

50-0 

26-5 

35-4 

45-0 

45-0 

•05 

NE. 

924 

3rd 

29-414 

28  480 

45 

77 

54-0 

36-5 

43-7 

46-0 

45-5 

•92 

NE.  W. 

1888 

10th 

29-800 

28-900 

45 

74 

69-0 

355 

47-3 

47-5 

46-0 

•30 

w.  sw. 

2093 

>  > 

17th 

29*650 

29-350 

50 

73 

750 

42.8 

53-0 

53-0 

47-0 

•32 

w.  sw. 

1855 

>  > 

24th 

30-050 

29-000 

55 

68 

73-5 

35-0 

51-5 

54-0 

48-5 

•04 

N.  NW.  SW. 

1210 

y> 

31st 

29  936 

29-714 

55 

74 

65-3 

35-0 

480 

55-0 

49-0 

— 

E.  &  NE 

1385 

June 

7th 

29-538 

29-230 

50 

78 

63-0 

37-0 

51-5 

54-0 

50-5 

1.36 

SW.  W.  NW. 

1130 

j  > 

14th 

29  952 

29  420 

55 

73 

78-0 

42-0 

53-9 

56  5 

50  5 

•21 

N.  SW. 

1405 

?  ? 

21st 

29  972 

29-800 

55 

77 

790 

46-0 

58-1 

58-5 

52-0 

— 

N.  NW. 

1065 

5  > 

28th 

29-980 

29-616 

60 

70 

79-0 

46-0 

58-1 

61  0 

53-0 

•35 

N.  NW.  E. 

1265 

July 

5th 

29-830 

29-550 

65 

76 

75  0 

50-0 

59  5 

62-0 

55.5 

•51 

W.  NW. 

530 

5? 

12th 

29-560 

29-270 

65 

83 

68-5 

50-0 

59-3 

62-0 

56-0 

1  02 

SW. 

1130 

?; 

19th 

29-740 

29-250 

60 

77 

73  0 

63-0 

58-7 

61-0 

56-0 

•74 

SW.  NW. 

1700 

>) 

26th 

29-760 

29-320 

60 

77 

70-2 

4  4  0 

55-6 

61-5 

56-0 

.91 

SW.  W. 

1155 

August 

2nd 

29-750 

29-430 

60 

83 

78-0 

46-5 

59-4 

610 

56  0 

•28 

w  SW. 

660 

>  J 

9  th 

29-900 

29  680 

65 

71 

81-0 

46-0 

60-5 

62-5 

56-5 

— 

E.  NW. 

690 

)  7 

16th 

29-772 

29-550 

65 

75 

85-0 

47  8 

62-7 

6  4"5 

570 

•01 

E.  SW.  NW. 

760 

7  7 

23rd 

29-850 

29  500 

65 

74 

79.5 

45-2 

60-6 

63-0 

58-0 

•39 

S.  W. 

535 

77 

30th 

29-800 

29-210 

65 

79 

82-5 

420 

53-8 

60-5 

58-5 

•19 

W.  S.  N. 

1080 

Sept. 

6th 

29-410 

29-180 

60 

84 

62  3 

44-7 

51-1 

58-5 

58-0 

1-83 

S.  NW.  SW. 

1235 

7  5 

13th 

30  010 

29.050 

55 

89 

70-0 

48-5 

57-1 

57-5 

58-0 

•05 

W.  NW  NE 

1440 

>5 

20th 

30  070 

29-700 

55 

89 

72-0 

50-3 

60-1 

58-5 

57-0 

•23 

NE.  SW. 

1030 

27th 

29-800 

29-350 

55 

82 

63-7 

44-0 

52-4 

58-0 

57  0 

1-21 

SW.  w. 

1560 

October 

4  th 

30-090 

29-580 

55 

76 

63-0 

40-0 

49-7 

55-5 

56  5 

•18 

w.  sw. 

1385 

?  ? 

11th 

30-300 

29-014 

50 

88 

53-7 

30  0 

41*5 

52-0 

55  0 

•65 

N.  NE.  SW. 

1430 

*  J 

18  th 

29-970 

29-650 

50 

87 

580 

30-0 

48-5 

50-0 

54-0 

•06 

W.  N.  NW. 

1225 

?  ? 

25th 

29-960 

29-350 

50 

86 

53  0 

40-5 

46  3 

51-0 

53-0 

•20 

SE.  SW.  W. 

840 

Nov. 

1st 

29-750 

29-000 

50 

89 

55-0 

340 

45*5 

48-0 

53-0 

•49 

NW.  S. 

1920 

?  ? 

8th 

29-870 

29-330 

50 

86 

54-7 

35-0 

46  5 

48-0 

51  5 

•78 

SW. 

1685 

5  ? 

15th 

30-070 

29-100 

50 

86 

53-0 

30  0 

40-7 

47'5 

51-0 

•05 

E.  &  SE. 

875 

?  5 

22nd 

30-100 

29-520 

50 

89 

40-5 

26  0 

33-0 

43-6 

50-0 

•07 

N.  NW.  E. 

1045 

J  J 

29th 

29-730 

29-350 

45 

88 

43-5 

2  1*8 

33-6 

395 

48-0 

T4 

NW.  NE. 

745 

Dec. 

6th 

29.640 

29-175 

40 

86 

53-9 

28-5 

38-5 

39  5 

47  0 

•78 

W.  SW.  E 

1695 

7  7 

13th 

29-680 

29-150 

40 

82 

53-0 

33-5 

43-6 

41-5 

46-5 

•27 

W.  SW. 

2070 

7  7 

20th 

29-650 

29-075 

40 

84 

51-0 

30  0 

39-0 

41  5 

46  5 

1  21 

W. 

2120 

27th 

29-870 

29-650 

40 

81 

37-0 

26-5 

31-7 

3S-0 

45-5 

•02 

NE.  N. 

865 

■ 


TABLE  To.  7. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1884,  in  the  Sanitary  District  of  WOLVERHAMPTON ;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities,  showing 
also  the  Population  of  such  Localities ,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  Year ,  and  the  proportion  of  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions. 


NAMES  OF  LOCALITIES  adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics. 


East  Sub-District 


•  •  •  >» 


West  Sub-District 


Total  in  Borough 


General  Hospital 


Workhouse 


Deaths  occurring  in  public  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  East  Sub- District  and 
not  belonging  to  the  Borough  . . 


Deaths  occurring  in  public  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  East  Sub-District  and 
entered  as  ‘  no  home  ’ 


Deaths  occurring  in  public  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  East  Sub-Distiict  and 
belonging  to  the  West  Sub-District 


Population  at  all  | 

Ages. 

T 

Census 

1881. 

Estimated 
to  middle 
of  1884. 

•S'S 

$?a 

P3 

2 

3 

4 

.  38,610 

38,864 

1382 

•  37,156 

39,516 

1309 

•  75,766 

78,367 

2691 

•  «  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

i  •  • 

*  • 

•  ■ 

f  •  • 

•  « 

•  • 

[  •  * 

•  • 

• 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 
AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


MORTALITY  FROM  SUBJOINED  CAUSES,  DISTINGUISHING  DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 


1 

1 

Scarlatina. 

— 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Continu'd  Fevers 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery, 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1 

year, 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15. 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

60 

60 

and 

up¬ 

wards. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 

•H 

<X> 

rCj 

+3 

A 

•rH 

Pi 

Croup  (noi 

spasmodic 

Enterio 

or 

Typhoid, 

Other 

or 

Doubtful. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12  ! 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

/  Under  5 

'  2 

67 

19 

2 

8 

9 

•  « 

t  t 

72 

953 

275 

214 

57 

33 

204 

170 

\ 

(  5  upwds. 

2 

4 

9 

3 

4 

l 

6 

•  • 

11 

/  Under  5 

26 

5 

•  • 

8 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

49 

754 

231 

117 

31 

33 

167 

172 

\  5  upwds. 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

8 

/  Under  5 

2 

93 

21 

2 

16 

14 

•  • 

•  ■ 

121 

1707 

506 

331 

91 

66 

371 

3.4,2 

< 

1 1  pwds. 

3 

5 

13 

4 

5 

1 

9 

3 

19 

i 

♦ 

/  "Under  5 

1  If 

•  * 

1 

6 

2 

135 

10 

19 

9 

19 

56 

22 

\  5  jupwds. 

•  « 

l 

• 

1 

3 

•  • 

/  Tjlider  5 

•  • 

4 

152 

9 

4 

2 

3 

49 

85 

\  1 

\  5  upwds. 

2 

/  Under  5 

•  • 

1 

123 

6 

8 

5 

12 

53 

39 

- 

\  5  upwds. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

/  Under  5 

i 

27 

3 

1 

1 

•  • 

3 

19 

\  5  upwds. 

1 

/  Under  5 

•  • 

2 

1 

55 

4 

4 

2 

4 

18 

23 

1  5  upwds. 

1 

1 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.  o 

53  . 

<£  U 
£  £ 

A  £ 

<E 

(A 

24 

Erysipelas. 

c* 

1 

s 

27 

26 

rH 

eg  . 

CD  CD 

27 

«o  Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

o  Pneumonia, 

and  Pleurisy 

co  Heart 

1-1  Disease. 

00 

u>  Injuries. 

co  All  other 

w  Diseases. 

• 

4 

105 

•  • 

6 

195 

1 

3 

1 

4 

50 

123 

40 

16 

1 85 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

4 

72 

•  • 

2 

176 

4 

2 

• 

2 

47 

72 

40 

9 

208 

1 

8 

177 

8 

371 

5 

5 

i 

6 

97 

195 

80 

25 

393 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

8 

8 

9 

2 

3 

10 

11 

30 

43 

9 

18 

11 

20 

•  > 

88 

1 

•  • 

4 

8 

9 

9 

18 

18 

54 

•  • 

1 

o 

O 

1 

•  • 

21 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1  •• 

•  • 

•  t 

6 

4 

4 

5 

25 

’ 


. 


TABLE  No.  9. 


• 

c/  • 

Quarters  ending 

1875. 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

Quarters  ending 

27/3  26/6  25/9 

25/12 

25/3  24/6 

1 

30/930/12 

# 

1876. 

31/3 

30/6 

29/9  29/12 

1877. 

30/3 

29/6 

28/9 

28/12 

1878. 

29/3 

28/6 

1 

27/9,27/12 

1879 

1 2  V  /  3 

26/6  25/9 

i 

25/12 

1880. 

26/3 

25/6 

*-< 

CO 

05 

"M 

1881. 

1/4 

V7 

j  30/9.30/15 

1882. 

1 

31/3 

30/C 

>  29/8 

29/15 

1883. 

1 

I 

29/3  28/6(  27/9  27/1  $ 

1884. 

Small  Pox 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

! 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

7 

3 

1 

,  , 

1 

5 

Measles  ... 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

28 

5 

2 

37 

1 

2 

6 

• . 

9 

2 

•  . 

7 

9 

21 

27 

3 

1 

52 

2 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

18 

41 

2 

4 

65 

11 

1  66 

20 

1 

98 

Scarlet  Pever 

5 

7 

5 

9 

26 

4 

3 

10 

41 

58 

25 

34 

88 

79 

tz26 

20 

11 

4 

5 

40 

1 

5 

4 

7 

17 

5 

12 

7 

15 

39 

18 

30 

10 

d 

64 

9 

9 

5 

4 

27 

4 

11 

3 

24 

6 

7 

20 

4 

37 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . 

26 

7 

5 

1 

39 

9 

10 

11 

6 

36 

7 

5 

3 

7 

22 

32 

39 

14 

11 

96 

3 

5 

4 

5 

17 

10 

21 

8 

6 

45 

8 

6 

14 

15 

43 

36 

18 

1 

3 

58 

15 

6 

** 

21 

1 

j  1 

3 

10 

15 

Diphtheria 

2 

3 

•  - 

•  -. 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

10 

•  • 

. . 

1 

1 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

5 

2 

3 

1 

•  , 

6 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

,  t 

1 

1 

2 

4 

,  , 

1 

•  • 

1 

4 

•  • 

.  • 

4 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Typhoid  Fever 

4 

2 

4 

5 

15 

2 

4 

6 

3 

15 

5 

4 

•  • 

1 

10 

2 

5 

6 

6 

19 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

8 

1 

0 

7 

8 

3 

2 

5 

2 

12 

1 

2 

2 

o 

7 

2 

4 

2 

2 

10 

3 

1 

5 

9 

Diarrhoea 

1 

12 

68 

15 

96 

8 

13 

71 

13 

105 

5 

13 

28 

13 

59 

6 

9 

68 

10 

93 

11 

6 

18 

13 

48 

10 

3 

75 

23 

1 1 1 

1 

8 

27 

10 

46 

15 

7 

56 

9 

87 

7 

4 

29 

16 

56 

4 

8 

113 

15 

140 

Phthisis  and  Chest  Affections 

224 

116 

94 

136 

570 

129 

136 

84 

139 

488 

146 

114 

64 

129 

453 

117 

96 

58 

162 

433 

186 

163 

64 

185 

598 

133 

115 

81 

104 

433 

156 

119 

78 

110 

463 

147 

119 

83 

108 

457 

163 

114 

83 

115 

475 

120 

142 

89 

146 

497 

Total  Deaths  belonging  to  Borough  . . . 

543 

367 

377 

382 

1669 

410 

423 

413 

402 

1648 

441 

369 

374 

460 

1644 

438 

381 

357 

424 

1600 

469 

408 

271 

415 

1565 

355 

353 

418 

367 

1493 

440 

400 

341 

371 

1552 

464 

422 

385 

363 

1634 

468 

i 

372 

341 

361 

1542 

349 

457 

497 

431 

1734 

Pate  per  1000  per  annum 

305 

20  6 

21T 

21-4 

23-4 

22  8 

23-4 

21-3 

22-3 

22-4 

24-2 

20-3 

207 

25-3 

22-6 

23  8 

20-7 

19-4 

23T 

21-7 

26-2 

21  9 

14  5 

223 

21T 

18-9 

18-8 

22-3 

19-5 

19-9 

23-2 

21-1 

18 

18-2 

20-1 

24-2 

22 

20  1 

18-9 

21-3 

24-2 

18  2 

17-6 

18-6 

19-9 

17-8 

23-4 

254 

22 

222 

Total  Deaths  Registered 

584 

396 

397 

418 

1795 

439 

453 

439 

423 

1754 

480 

391 

410 

487 

1768 

470 

407 

380 

468 

1725 

520 

436 

299 

446 

1701 

382 

376 

436 

395 

1589 

478 

419 

362 

389 

1648 

485 

433 

402 

393 

1713 

498 

410 

358 

377 

1643 

385 

488 

522 

462 

1857 

Rate  per  1000  per  annum  ... 

32-8 

22-2 

22  3 

23-4 

25-2 

24-4 

25-2 

22-6 

23-5 

23-9 

26-4 

215 

22-5 

26-8 

24-3 

25-6 

22-1 

20-7 

25-5 

234 

28 

23  5 

16-1 

24 

22-9 

20-3 

20 

23-2 

21 

21T 

25-2 

22T 

19-1 

19 

21-3 

25  3 

22-6 

21 

20-5 

22-3 

25‘7 

21-2 

18-5 

19-5 

21-2 

19-7 

24*9 

26  7 

23-6 

23-7 

Sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards 

144 

85 

61 

93 

383 

89 

99 

68 

88 

344 

130 

96 

68 

100 

394 

100 

92 

61 

1  14 

367 

158 

115 

65 

103 

441 

87 

85 

85 

94 

351 

130 

105 

80 

92 

407 

110 

89 

96 

99 

394 

148 

100 

66 

89 

403 

87 

89 

7  / 

89 

342 

Under  one  year  of  age 

109 

103 

122 

103 

437 

118 

111 

169 

112 

510 

111 

89 

103 

119 

422 

128 

97 

134 

129 

488 

110 

99 

82 

135 

426 

91 

101 

164 

103 

459 

100 

93 

107 

110 

410 

120 

115 

127 

71 

433 

109 

93 

118 

99 

419 

91 

113 

184 

118 

506 

Under  five  years  of  age 

212 

162 

177 

171 

722 

185 

203 

231 

200 

819 

174 

155 

207 

226 

762 

211 

178 

202 

203 

794 

174 

178 

124 

197 

673 

144 

157 

228 

171 

700 

163 

164 

150 

176 

653 

223 

207 

180 

130 

740 

168 

145 

156 

147 

616 

131 

227 

289 

190 

837 

Deaths  in  Workhouse 

68 

42 

32 

47 

189 

44 

46 

42 

33 

165 

55 

51 

37 

36 

179 

49 

41 

23 

54 

167 

96 

50 

34 

33 

213 

29 

39 

33 

37 

138 

53 

40 

33 

45 

171 

43 

28 

52 

50 

173 

78 

65 

37 

48; 

228 

36 

39 

32 

45 

152 

Deaths  in  Hospital 

35 

26 

18 

33 

112 

26 

32 

21 

28 

107 

31 

22 

30 

26 

109 

38 

21 

14 

35 

108 

35 

21 

24 

40 

120 

23 

22 

! 

18 

28 

91 

32 

24 

27 

18 

101 

27 

19 

19 

28 

93 

34 

29 

21 

17! 

101 

4i 

39 

25 

30 

135 

Inquests  ... 

30 

17 

18 

35 

100 

38 

5 

24 

25 

112 

32 

21 

22 

15 

90 

20 

17 

18 

18 

73 

26 

20 

22 

20 

88 

23 

20 

21 

24 

88 

20 

13 

29 

19 

81 

33 

19 

13 

32 

97 

28 

21 

20 

19 

88 

16 

23 

13 

12 

64 

Births 

761 

702 

658 

642 

2763 

775 

689 

755 

699 

2918 

744 

746 

671 

691 

2852 

739 

724 

681 

672 

2816 

788 

719 

650 

688 

2845 

729 

727 

688 

723 

2817 

730 

740 

637 

662 

2769 

699 

711 

686 

666 

2762 

738 

729 

691 

646 

2804 

702 

706 

652 

631 

2691 

Pate  per  1000  per  annum  ... 

•  > 

•• 

•  • 

38-8 

39-8 

392 

38-3 

38-3 

••  1 

37-5 

36-5 

36T 

•  • 

•  • 

! 

• ' 

36-2 

•  • 

•  • 

>  • 

34  4 

Population  of  Borough  estimated  at 
middle  of  year. 

71,373 

72,118 

72, { 

171 

73,632 

74,402 

75,178 

75,1 

163 

76,' 

756 

77,1 

557 

78,3 

567 

*  These  Quarters  contained  14  weeks  and  the  years  53. 


V 


>23 -4,  25 '4,  and  22  ;  these  include  deaths  returned  as  no  home. 


